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INTERVIEW

INTERVIEW

“There is no doubt that gas
will still grow in the global
energy mix”
“gas for energy” has interviewed Peter I. Hinstrup, Conference Director at
IGRC 2014 and Senior Consultant, Danish Gas Technology Centre
The IGRC is of great importance for the gas sector.
What is special about this conference?
Hinstrup: The IGRC is the only really global R&D confe
rence covering the entire gas chain. And the IGRC2014programme in Copenhagen was entirely based upon
papers resulting from a worldwide Call for Abstracts.
The conference thus gave a true picture of what is
going on within gas R&D around the world. And not just
a picture formed by invited papers. And the conference
also attracts a lot of young engineers wanting to boost
their carreers within gas business. And we had delegates from 46 countries, which proves my point of a
truly global event.
Which trends could be recognized
at the IGRC conference?
What were the highlights?
Hinstrup: There are several
rather different trends. In
Europe - and maybe especially Northern Europe - there
is much focus on gas and
renewables. Several countries
have set goals for reducing
hydrocarbons in their energy mix
and gas is thus under pressure. The
challenge is to turn this situation
into something positive for
gas. And here the
major theme is how
to combine gas
and renewables so
gas may still stay
an important part
of the energy
mix.
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In some Middle East and Asian countries the trend is
how to use gas most effectively and stimulate the growing role of gas in their energy mix e.g. by improving
industrial gas utilisation.
And a general trend is of course still the high and
growing interest in unconventional gas especially shale
gas. The gas industry still have a great job to do in
explaining the benefits of shale gas and how to exploit
it in a safe way.
Gas in the transportation sector is now accelerating
on a global scale, and small-scale LNG in e.g. marine
transport is also gaining ground.
Also to mention is the widespread use of digital
technologies in both the technical area and in customer
relations.
What do you think about the development of these
trends for the next years? What role will they play?
Hinstrup: There is no doubt that gas will still grow in
the global energy mix. It is the most convenient, cost
effective and environmentally benign way of fighting
energy powerty, which will remain the most important
point on the global energy agenda. And gas will also
remain the only available here and now tool to significantly cut CO2 -emissions.
However, in parts of the world, gas will be under growing pressure in the market, and the share of gas in the
energy mix will undoubtedly decrease (the case for Europe).
Technology will be the key to the future business
model both in the growing and in the declining market. And it will be extremely important to accelerate
the introduction of CO2 -neutral gases in the gas system: biogas, gasification gas, synthetic natural gas,
hydrogen, etc.
And in this matter more than ever: technology is critical for success.

Which other aspects could become increasingly
significant in the future?
Hinstrup: Gas has a number of built-in advantages over
any other energy fuel: it is plentiful available, it is cheap, it
transports easily (once the pielines are there) without environmental impact, it is extremly
flexible in use and it is easily
converted to energy due to its
gaseous form. Especially the
last fact is a great advantage gas
has over e.g. biofuels, that may
create a lot of problems with residuals.
We must be much cleverer in the gas industry to spread
these messages to the outside world.
Also the fact that gas is easily stored and that enormous storage capacity is already available are very important gas benefits, that will be of increasing importance for
the future energy systems.

On the subject of energy transition:
What is your forecast for Europe?
Hinstrup: Some European countries (my own - Denmark included) plan extensive use of
biomass in their future energy
systems. I believe this is a technological step backwards and
that it may have severe negative
implications on the local and
regional environment. Furthermore, huge amounts of biomass
need to be imported to Europe if
these biofuel visions are to be
realised. My suggestion would be to instead combine wind,
solar and gas into a sustainable and secure energy mix, AND
continue working on new energy technologies.
Gas has an essential rôle to play for many, many years
in such a scenario.

“ The conference gave
a true picture of what
is going on within gas
R&D around the world.”

Mr. Hinstrup, thank you very much for the interview.

The International Gas Research Conference 2014

T

he International Gas Union Research Conference 2014
(IGRC2014) took place in Copenhagen, September
17-19, 2014 in Tivoli Congress Center. The official host was
the Danish Gas Association (DGF), the Danish charter
member of IGU. Danish Gas Technology Centre (DGC)
planned and executed the conference on behalf of DGF.
When the international gas conference, IGRC2014, was
opened in Tivoli Congress Center in Copenhagen, about
750 participants from 45 countries have found their way to
the Congress. The programme consisted of a total of 20
oral sessions, 8 workshop sessions and 10 poster sessions.
All papers except keynotes were selected amongst the
abstracts submitted as the result of the Call for Papers.

Posters from all over the world
403 papers about ”Iranian Natural gas Outlook”, “Development of the new ultrasonic smart gas meter for
domestic costumers” from Tokyo Gas, “Biogas as an alternative Gas Supply Source for Independent cos-tumers in
Russia”, “Use of biogas for production of towngas” in
Denmark and much, much more. Delegates at IRGC2014
in Tivoli Congress Center, Copenhagen, have shared news
and knowledge from all parts of the world, and from all
sides of the gas world.

Talents take self healing gas pipes
around the world
In the finals with three teams -apart from DNV GL, it was
the Danish Energinet.dk and the French GDF Suez- Team
DNV GL won in a close race with the votes 76-67 against
Energinet.dk’s team.
The decision was made after the three teams had presented their solutions to one of the world’s energy problems at the large stage at Tivoli Congress Center. Afterwards,
the delegates in the room walked to the team they thought
had made the best presentation to express their vote.
The prize to the five from the winning team was a gift
voucher for flight around the world.
On the journey, the team can take their idea to invent
a plasma product that can be injected into the gas pipes
in order to close holes and leaks. Each year, gas oozes
from leaky gas pipes corresponding to the entire Italian
gas consumption, the team explained from the stage.
Plasma is a known technology in among other things oil
pipes, but has not yet been found for gas.
Awards for great research
A number of prizes and awards were given to talented
delegates at the closing session at IGRC2014.
Issue 4/2014
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‘The Dan Dolenc Award’ and € 10.000 was awarded to
Julien Duclos, Dominique Gosselin and Philip Buchet for
their paper ‘High Temperature gas heat pumps to recover
industrial waste’.
The Young Researchers Prize and € 3500 was awarded to
Andreas Hielscher, Christian Fiebig, Roland Span, Peter Schley
and Joachim Schenk for their paper ‘Gas quality tracking in distribution grids with smartsim –a new kernel for flow calculation’.
The European Gas research Group also presented
prices to young talents and their work:
First prize and € 3000 was awarded to Anton Verbeek
from Twente University for ‘Efficient Turbulence Enhancing Low Swirl Combustion’.

Second price and € 2000 was awarded to Bjørn Morland, Oslo University, for ‘Are the safe CCS transport recommendations safe?’
Third prize and € 1000 was awarded to two talents:
Ashish Shah, Lund University, for ‘Prechamber ignition
systems for heavy duty engines’ and Andras Perl,
Hanze University, for ‘Methane storage on Porous Activated Carbons’.
The hosts and organising committee were honoured
and thanked for a successful conference.

E-world energy & water 2015
The congress will focus on the future of European energy generation

T

he future of the European energy market will be the
central subject at the E-world Congress 2015. Parallel
to the premier European fair E-world energy & water,
international experts from the political and economic fields
will discuss current challenges in the sector at Messe
Essen. Around 30 conferences will be on the agenda from
February 9 to 12, 2015. The main subjects will be the procurement, generation and marketing of
energy as well as the associated services.
The speakers will include high-ranking
representatives of the international
energy industry as well as representatives
of the EU Commission and of interest
groups.
How must the strategic points be set
for Europe’s energy future? Answers will
be given by the “Executive Meeting
Energy” in cooperation with the german
daily newspaper Süddeutsche Zeitung on the day before
E-world 2015 (February 9, 2015). The lecture programme
will be characterised by both these subjects: “European
Energy Policy: Strengthened out of the Crisis?” as well as
“Future of the Energy Industry: The Reform of the Energy
Market”. The speakers will include Rainer Baake, State Secretary in the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and
Energy; Jochen Homann, President of Bundesnetzagentur (“Federal Network Agency for Electricity, Gas, Telecommunications, Post and Railway”); Johannes Kempmann, President of Bundesverband der Energie- und
Wasserwirtschaft e. V. (BDEW - “German Association of
Energy and Water Industries”); and Dr. Arndt Neuhaus,
Chairman of the Board of RWE Deutschland AG.
On the first day of E-world (February 10, 2015), EnergieAgentur.NRW (“EnergyAgency.NRW”) will stage the
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19th specialist congress entitled “Future Energies” in
cooperation with the clusters called EnergieRegion.NRW
(“EnergyRegion.NRW”) and EnergieForschung.NRW
(“EnergyResearch.NRW”). Topical specialist subjects from
the field of future energies will be on the agenda at the
all-day specialist congress. After the opening by Johannes
Remmel (North Rhine-Westphalia Minister for Climate
Protection), the plenary session in the
morning will offer lectures about trends,
markets and new developments. Five
parallel forums will take place in the
afternoon.
After its successful premiere in 2014,
the conference entitled “European Power
Market” will go into round two at E-world
2015. On February 10, 2015, it will focus
on the subject of capacity markets. The
speakers will include high-ranking representatives of the European Federation of Energy Traders
(EFET), BDEW and Verband der Chemischen Industrie (VCI
- “German Chemical Industry Association”). The lecture
delivered by Dr. Walter Steinmann, Director of Bundesamt
für Energie (BFE - “Federal Office of Energy”) in Switzerland on the subject of the future role of Switzerland in the
European power market should also arouse great interest.
The “International Gas Market” will be the subject at
the conference bearing the same name on the second
day of the fair (February 11, 2014). International experts
from China, England, France, Germany, the Netherlands
and the USA will discuss solution approaches for the globalised gas market and will examine the current discussion about shale gas and the institutional framework of
the international gas trade. The speakers will include
Gareth Griffiths, Global Head of Power, Gas, Carbon Trad-

ing at the Noble Group in London, as well as Dr. Patrick
Ho, Secretary General of the Hong Kong think-tank called
the China Energy Fund Committee.
The conference entitled “Energy Suppliers in Changing Times - New Concepts and Solutions for Successful
Customer Communication” will also take place on the
second day of the fair. Communication experts from
ENTEGA, ene’t, Daimler, Google, RWE and specialised
agencies will pass on their experience at first hand - from
the development of online strategies to the utilisation of
social media. Amongst other highlights, it will be
explained how price rises can be communicated and
why a corporate blog is the better Facebook.
The “Innovation Congress” at E-world will be dedicated to topical megatrends such as smart grids, big data
management as well as the intelligent utilisation of
energy by the Internet of Things. On February 11 and 12,
2015, the conference staged by the innovation magazine
called Technology Review will show new business models for technologies and services in the age of smart
energy. The speakers will include representatives of
Deutsche Telekom AG, the E.on Research Center at the
RWTH Aachen University and Fraunhofer AISEC (“Fraunhofer Institute for Applied and Integrated Security”). More
than 100 participants will be expected.

The scientific conference entitled “SmartER Europe”
on February 12, 2015 will concentrate on methods and
concepts for intelligent energy supply and transmission
as well as for market modelling. After the success of its
premiere in 2014, the interdisciplinary forum will take
place at E-world for the second time and, in this respect,
will combine technical, economic and information technology aspects of the new energy world.
Further information:
www.e-world-essen.com/en/congress/programme-2015/

ptc – Pipeline Technology Conference

F

rom 8-10 June 2015 the 10th Pipeline Technology Conference (ptc) will take place in Berlin, Germany.
Since 2006, the main focus of the Pipeline Technology
Conference (ptc) is on latest technologies and new developments in the international onshore and offshore pipeline industry. Besides an overview on international key
projects, new construction methods, and an insight into
new operation & maintenance, rehabilitation, in-line
inspection and integrity management field studies and

technologies, ptc 2015 will provide special focus sessions
on “Pipeline Safety”, “Challenging Pipelines” and “Offshore Technologies”.
The practical nature of ptc was always based on the
cooperation with technical and scientific supporters and
on a top-class international advisory committee. The conference will feature lectures and presentations on all
aspects surrounding oil, gas and product pipeline systems.
www.pipeline-conference.com

European Autumn Gas Conference

T

he 29 th annual European Autumn Gas Conference
was a great success and once again gathered
many European and International gas market professionals and industry stakeholders to close business,
network and gather the latest senior executive industry insights. Attendees present included Governments, Energy Ministries, Regulators, E&Ps, IOCs,
NOCs, O&G Integrated Energy Companies, Pipelines,
TSOs, Utilities, Power Generation Companies, Commodity Trading Houses, Investment Banks as well as

key global LNG, Natural Gas and Power Research and
Consulting experts.
European attendance came from countries including
United Kingdom, France, Germany, Spain, The Netherlands,
Italy, Turkey, Greece, Croatia and the Czech Republic. The conference also attracted global interest with attendance from
the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Japan, Nigeria and China.
Attention now turns to 2015 when the European
Autumn Gas Conference will celebrate its 30th anniversary
in Geneva, Switzerland where it all started 29 years ago!
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